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bishops that clerics should be sought for, not only from
among the servile class, but also from among the sons of free-
men. One of these (that of 789) directs that " every monas-
tery and every abbey have its school, where boys may be
taught the Psalms, the system of musical notation, singing,
arithmetic, grammar; and let the books which are given
them be free from faults, and let care be taken that the boys
do not spoil them either when reading or writing." Karl's
officials, the missi dominici^ were empowered to visit all mon-
asteries, to enforce the provisions of these edicts, and to see
that the monks lived according to their rules. At least in
one bishopric, that of Orleans, there was an attempt to carry
out similar provisions in regard to the parish churches, and
thus to form a system of elementary schools. This gives
basis to the extravagant claim that elementary education
for the lower classes was more genera? in France in the
eighth century than in the early half of the nineteenth cen-
tury. On the other hand, Gibbon summarizes the whole
movement by saying that " the emperor strove to acquire the
practice of writing, which every peasant now acquires in his
infancy/' That rapid advances in learning were made by
the clergy and the monks during Karl's time is evident; that
these "efforts were not altogether satisfactory even to Alcuin
is evidenced by his great desire to withdraw from the court
on account of the corrupt life of the members and the. rude,
almost barbarian, character of society, whose constant occupa-
tion was warfare. In 794 this desire culminated in the with-
drawal of Alcuin to the abbacy of the monastery at Tours.
Meanwhile, the educational movement furthered from this
and other monasteries, as well as from the court, continued
to thrive under difficulties. Of quite as great importance as
the edicts of Karl himself, was one by the successor of Karl,
issued in 817. This reactionary edict restricted the work of
monastic schools to those boys who were destined for the
monastic life (oblati\